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TO THE REST OF THE SIGNALS COMMC~ITY
 

CO/236
 
3Tt:" - CESSATION OF OPERATIO~S
 

1. 3TU CEASED ALL SIGXALS OPERATIONS AT 010001Z DEC 91. THIS ~~RKS ~HE 

EXD OF A CHAPTER IN RAAF SIGXALS HISTORY WHICH BEGAN TY OCTOBER 1945 
KEEN THE AIR BOARD ISSCED ORGANIZATION ~EMORANDUM XO 1081 ACTHORISIXG 
THE FORMATIOX OF \0 3 TELECO~MCXICATIJ~ UXIT ~T RAAF STATIO\ PEARCE. 
2. IN THE ENSUING 45 YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN TWO CONSISTENT AND 
DISTIXCTIVE FEATURES OF 3TC'S CHARACTER. THE FIRST IS THE AFFECTICX 

, ~ITH KHICH THE t:"NIT HAS BEEN HELD BY THREE GE~ERATIOXS Of RAAF SIGNALS 
PERSNONNEL. SINCE IT BEGAN, 3TU HAS EMBRACED AXD NURTt:"RED ITS YOCNG.' .
OPERATORS WITH GENUINE WARMTH AND CONCERN. FOR YEARS, FLEDGLING 
O~R_\TORS LEARNED THEIR TRADE AT 3TC, AXD THEY LL\R:'JED IT WELL. hHEY 
THEY \'iERE j..E~\DY , ....THEY hTOt:"LD GO Ot:"T INTO THE \'iORLD TO SER\'E .\1 OTHER 
SINGLE SE~VICE AXD CIVILIAN AGENCIES IN AUSTRALIA AND OVERSEAS. 

~;'T\~;\ D ~ T v 'THEQE Q' '.!~ Pr.R "'OY\;EL RETl;R' '~D 'TO 'l'TT' T"C"R I Y T'I"C"IR ,. R E-R"T -,~.I..L.'\'~""l..l\B'-l, ."-' .."- ..... r:. J....,>.J.~.,'.'. \r:. J_ .... L ....... ~J...._ ,\ .~ .• c.-\.-t.S, 
. <\~~D 3TL' \"'E~C.oMED THEM. IT I S NOT DIFFICCLTTO SEE HHY :1.'\XY HAVE CO:!E TO 

SEE 3TU AS PART OF AX EXTENDED FAMILY, OR WHY RAAf OPERATORS REGARD 3TU 
~S	 THEIR PROFESSIONAL HC~E. 

3. THE SECOND ENDURING fE~TURE OF JTC'S CH~RACTER H~S BEE~ ITS ATTI~VD~ 

TO EXCELLENCE AND ACHIEVE~E~T. eVER THE PAST 45 YE~RS. 3TC HAS 
WII~ESSED THE RELENTLESS ADVANCE Of CO~~VNIC~TIONS TECHNOLOGY IX THE 
REGIO~ AXD I~ THE WORLD. 3TU HAS ALWAYS ATTEMPTED TO DO ~ORE THAN 
~ERELY KEEP PACE WITH ~HESE DEVELOPMENTS: WE HAVE ENDEAVOCRED TO ST~Y AT 
LEAS~ O~E STEP AHEAD. ~1A~Y I~DIVIDGAL8 IN DOSS AND D8D HAVE WORKED H~RJ 

TO HELP 3TG IN ITS EFFORTS, AND WE THANK YOU fOR THIS. BECAUSE IT HAS 
TRIED TO EXCEL, 3TU HAS TRADITION~LLY ACCEPTED CHA~GE AS A NATUR~L AND 
INDISPENSABLE PART Of THE CONTINUING BATTLE TO ::AINTAIN THE ADVANTAGE 
OVER OUR COMPETITION. 
4. TO LOSE 3TU IN THE NA~E OF PROGRESS, THEREFORE, EVOKES MIXED 
EMOTIONS. MANY SENIOR OPERATORS ARE NATGRALLY DISAPPOINTED AT THE 
CNIT'S DE:1ISE; THEY HAVE LOST A PART OF THEIR PROfESSIONAL HERITAGE. AT 
THE 8;'.:-1£ TIME, THE PROFESSIONALIS:1 R.\l\f OPER_~TORS HAVE BED: TAUGHT AT 
3TC DEMANDS THAT OPPORTCNITIES TO ADVANCE ~VST BE SEIZED, AND SEIZED 

~~IGOROUSLY. I AM CONFIDENT THAT 3IG PERSONNEL HILL CARRY T~IS SPIRIT 
-	 WITH THEM TO THEIR NEW UNITS, ESPECI~LLY THE JOPC. I BELIEVE THAT
 

ALTHOUGH 3TU WILL SOON BE A MEMORY, THE HEIRS TO THE 3TG TRADITION WILL
 
~ORK WITH DEDICATIO:'J AND LOYALTY TO HELP fORGE A NEW SIGNALS ORDER IN
 
_;'CSTR.~LL\ .
 
5. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO ESPECIALLY THANK THE ~ANY 3TC PERSONNEL WHO HAVE 
NOT BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLVED IX THE OPERATIONAL WORKIKGS Of THE UNIT, BUT 
WHO BY THEIR EffORTS HAVE ENABLED THE UNIT TO ACHIEVE ITS TASKS OVER THE 
YEARS. 
6.	 ONE FINAL THOUGHT: 

O! WOULD KIXD HEAV'N REVERSE ~Y FATE,
 
GIVE ~E TO QUIT A LIfE I HATE,
 
TO FLOW'RY fIELDS I SOON WOULD fLY:
 
LET OTHERS STAY - TO CHEAT AXD LYE.
 

"l."\RY g,\?!3::R "TO _~ L~DY I \\'HO I~:VITED (:r)l'"::T?,-l~"
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7. ZKJ2 - I A~ CLOSIXG DOW\. 


